














































KANE COUNTY ORDINANCE NO.  O 2023-10 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING OF PARCEL 8-6-22-1 
FROM RESIDENTIAL 1 TO COMMERCIAL 1 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Kane County Board of Commissioners finds that said zone change is in 
accordance with the Kane County Land Use Ordinance 9-7B-1: PURPOSE: The purpose of the 
Commercial 1 (C-1) zone is to protect areas located in or near residential zones to meet the day 
to day needs of area residences. Development standards are intended to protect adjacent 
residential zones, promote orderly development and avoid the creation of traffic volumes which 
cannot be accommodated by the existing transportation network. (Ord. O-2022-42, 7-26-2022) 

WHEREAS, the Kane County Board of Commissioners desires to implement the recommended 
zone change; and the Kane County Board of Commissioners, in a duly noticed public meeting, 
received the recommended zone change and desires to enact the following recommendations;  

WHEREAS, the statutory authority for enacting this ordinance is Utah State Code Sections 17-
27a-201- 205, 17-27a-308, and 17-27a-505; 

WHEREAS, the Kane County Planning Commission and Kane County Board of Commissioners 
desire to make the recommended zone change to parcel 8-6-22-1, from Residential 1 to 
Commercial 1; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY OF KANE COUNTY, 
STATE OF UTAH, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:  

Parcel 8-6-22-1 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: PARCEL 8-6-22-1 (SURVEYED & REVISED DESCRIPTION): 
BEGINNING AT A POINT S00°19'00"W 1320.22 FEET AND N88°53'12"W 1294.81 FEET 
FROM THE NE CORNER OF SECTION 22, T38S-R6W, S.L.B.&M. SAID POINT BEING 
THE NW CORNER OF THE SE1/4 NE1/4 SAID SECTION; SAID POINT ALSO BEING ON 
THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF RANCH DRIVE; THENCE S88°53'12"E ALONG 
SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 226.12 FEET TO THE PC OF A CURVE TO THE 
RIGHT, CURVE DATA: DELTA=06°50'20"E, RADIUS=259.60', CHORD= S85°28'02"E 
30.97', THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE 30.99 FEET TO BEGINNING OF A 
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CURVE DATA: DELTA=114°23'12"E, RADIUS=50.00', CHORD= 
S24°51'16"E 84.05', THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE 99.82 FEET TO A 
POINT ON THE WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 89, SAID POINT BEING 
ON THE ARC OF A NON-TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CURVE DATA: 
DELTA=05°43'19", RADIUS=2870.36', CHORD= S29°28'41"W 286.53', THENCE ALONG 
THE ARC OF SAID CURVE AND RIGHT=OF-WAY 286.65 FEET; THENCE S27°01'22"W 
ALONG SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY 327.95 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF THE 
SE1/4 NE1/4 SAID SECTION; THENCE N00°12'29"W ALONG SAID WEST LINE 624.69 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND CONTAINING 2.32 ACRES. 
   
Is hereby rezoned from Residential 1 to Commercial 1 and shall from here forth be zoned C-1.  
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Effective 5/12/2015 
17-27a-505.  Zoning districts. 
(1) (a) The legislative body may divide the territory over which it has jurisdiction into zoning 

districts of a number, shape, and area that it considers appropriate to carry out the 
purposes of this chapter. 

(b) Within those zoning districts, the legislative body may regulate and restrict the erection, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, or use of buildings and structures, and the 
use of land. 

(c) A county may enact an ordinance regulating land use and development in a flood plain or 
potential geologic hazard area to: 
(i) protect life; and 
(ii) prevent: 

(A) the substantial loss of real property; or 
(B) substantial damage to real property. 

 

   
 

(2) The legislative body shall ensure that the regulations are uniform for each class or kind of 
buildings throughout each zone, but the regulations in one zone may differ from those in other 
zones. 

(3) (a) There is no minimum area or diversity of ownership requirement for a zone designation. 
(b) Neither the size of a zoning district nor the number of landowners within the district may 

be used as evidence of the illegality of a zoning district or of the invalidity of a county 
decision. 

 

 
 

• Kane County Land Use Ordinance 9-1-2:  It is Kane County policy to refuse to participate in spot 
infrastructure improvements which benefit only a localized area yet burden the taxpayers at large. 

• The parcel would gain access from Highway 9 and North Fork Road.  
• All property owners within 500 ft. of this parcel have been mailed a public notice.  Notices are 

posted on the state and county websites.  
• 9-7C-1: PURPOSE: The purpose of the commercial 2 zone is to provide for heavy commercial 

areas not appropriate near or in Residential Zones to meet larger commercial uses. (Ord. O-
2022-42, 7-26-2022) 

• Kane County General Plan, (KCGP) Vision Statement, Pg. 3: Given these basic premises, 
the Kane County Commission will use this Plan to guide land use decisions for the county. 
Where decisions regarding property rights versus property values are being made, deference 
shall be given to property rights. This Plan will assure that present and future residents and 
visitors to Kane County will be housed under safe, sanitary, and attractive conditions. Land uses 
in the unincorporated county will reflect the intent of the Commission to expect intensive, urban-
scale uses and to provide self-supported basic services without county financial support.     

• KCGP, Pg. 7 Industrial and Commercial Land Use: Industrial and commercial land uses are 
usually located at major highway intersections and near established communities. Much of the 
existing commercial and industrial activity has been annexed into adjacent communities. 
However, there are exceptions to this trend. For example: Best Friends Animal Sanctuary is 
located approximately 10 miles north of Kanab in Angel Canyon, an unincorporated section of 
Kane County; Canyon Lands Resort Community Zone (Amingiri) is located at the eastern 
boundary of Kane County; and Buffalo Ridge is located at the boundary of Zion National Park. 
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KANE COUNTY ORDINANCE NO.  O 2023-09 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING OF PARCEL 1-9-15-2D1 FROM  
RESIDENTIAL 5 TO COMMERCIAL 2 

 
WHEREAS, the Kane County Board of Commissioners finds that said zone change is in 
accordance with the Kane County Land Use Ordinance 9-7C-1: PURPOSE: The purpose of the 
Commercial 2 Zone is to provide for heavy commercial areas not appropriate near or in 
Residential Zones to meet larger commercial uses. (Ord. O-2022-42, 7-26-2022) 
 
WHEREAS, the Kane County Board of Commissioners desires to implement the recommended 
zone change; and the Kane County Board of Commissioners, in a duly noticed public meeting, 
received the recommended zone change and desires to enact the following recommendations;  

WHEREAS, the statutory authority for enacting this ordinance is Utah State Code Sections 17-
27a-201- 205, 17-27a-308, and 17-27a-505; 

WHEREAS, the Kane County Planning Commission and Kane County Board of Commissioners 
desire to make the recommended zone change to parcel 1-9-15-2D1, from Residential 5 (R-5) to 
Commercial 2 (C-2); 
 
NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY OF KANE COUNTY, 
STATE OF UTAH, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:  

Legal Description Parcel 1-9-15-2D1: Commencing at the South ¼ Corner of Section 15, 
Township 41 South, Range 9 West, Salt Lake Base and Meridian; thence, along the North-South 
¼ Line, North 00° 45' 16” East 1320.80 feet, to the Center-South 1/16 Corner; thence, along the 
South 1/16 Line, South 89° 17' 30” East 723.15 feet, to the POINT OF BEGINNING, and 
running; thence North 36° 47' 41" East 215.77 feet; thence North 10° 57' 53" East 113.26 feet, to 
the beginning of a curve; thence, along the curve to the right, 198.98 feet, having a radius of 
140.00 feet, a central angle of 81° 25' 58" and whose long chord bears North 51° 40' 52" East 
182.65 feet; thence South 87° 36' 09" East 41.91 feet; thence North 40° 33' 31" East 502.37 feet; 
thence South 48° 38' 50" East 375.70 feet; thence South 44° 14' 24" West 152.91 feet, to the 
beginning of a curve; thence, along the curve to the left, 170.99 feet, having a radius of 433.00 
feet, a central angle of 22° 37' 35" and whose long chord bears South 32° 55' 37" West 169.88 
feet; thence South 21° 36' 50" West 66.45 feet, to the beginning of a curve; thence, along the 
curve to the right, 212.24 feet, having a radius of 467.00 feet, a central angle of 26° 02' 21" and 
whose long chord bears South 34° 38' 00" West 210.42 feet; thence South 47° 39' 11" West 
179.42 feet, to the beginning of a curve; thence, along the curve to the left, 380.35 feet, having a 
radius of 383.00 feet, a central angle of 56° 53' 56" and whose long chord bears South 19° 12' 
13" West 364.91 feet; thence South 09° 14' 45" East 26.37 feet, to the beginning of a non-
tangential curve; thence, along the curve to the right, 60.45 feet, having a radius of 95.67 feet, a 
central angle of 36° 12' 17" and whose long chord bears North 68° 45' 09" West 59.45 feet; 
thence North 50° 39' 00" West 206.66 feet; thence South 39° 21' 01" West 142.73 feet; thence 
South 50° 39' 00" East 265.06 feet, to the beginning of a curve; thence, along the curve to the 
left, 131.87 feet, having a radius of 121.76 feet, a central angle of 62° 02' 56" and whose long 
chord bears South 81° 40' 28" East 125.52 feet; thence South 09° 14' 45" East 127.03 feet, to the 
beginning of a curve; thence, along the curve to the right, 153.38 feet, having a radius of 100.00 
feet, a central angle of 87° 52' 49" and whose long chord bears South 34° 41' 40" West 138.78 



feet, to the Northerly right-of-way of U.S. Highway 9; thence, along said right-of-way, South 78° 
38' 04" West 407.20 feet; thence North 16° 44' 09" West 417.85 feet, to the beginning of a curve; 
thence, along the curve to the right, 336.34 feet, having a radius of 360.00 feet, a central angle of 
53° 31' 50" and whose long chord bears North 10° 01' 46" East 324.24 feet; thence North 36° 47' 
41" East 242.19 feet, to the POINT OF BEGINNING; containing 17.82 acres (more or less). 
  
Acres 17.82+/- more or less 
  

Is hereby rezoned from R-5 to C-2 and shall from here forth be zoned C-2.  
 
---- END OF ORDINANCE ---- 
 
This Ordinance shall be deposited in the Office of the County Clerk, and recorded in the Kane 
County Recorder’s Office and shall take effect fifteen (15) days after the date signed below. Utah 
State Code 17-53-208 (3) (a). 

The County Clerk is directed to publish a short summary of this Ordinance with the name of the 
members voting for and against, together with a statement that a complete copy of the ordinance 
is available at the Office of the County Clerk, for at least one publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the county, or as otherwise permitted and required by Utah State Law. 
 
ADOPTED this _____day of ________, 2023. 
 
       ____________________________ 
 Wade Heaton, Chair 
ATTEST: Board of Commissioners 

Kane County 
 
_________________________                   Commissioner Heaton voted               
Chameill Lamb                                     Commissioner Kubeja voted               
Kane County Clerk                                    Commissioner Meyeres voted              
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They are all Planned Unit Developments and Kane County encourages this trend to continue. 
Kane County will allow development within the perimeters of county land use and zoning 
ordinances with the understanding that infrastructure improvement, development and 
maintenance will be at the expense of the subdivider and/or land owners who enjoy the benefits 
of such improvements. Kane County will not allow development that requires county-financed 
or maintained services. Landowners who require such services will be required to finance, install 
and maintain services without expecting or receiving county-provided services. The installation 
of water systems and fire hydrants does not imply or require county provided road maintenance 
or snow removal. 

• KCGP Pg. 15 Commercial Land Uses Goal #1: Encourage and provide for commercial uses in 
locations with infrastructure in place to serve the public. Objective: Develop commercial uses 
compatibly with the use and character of the surrounding area. Policy: The Land Use Ordinance 
and associated zoning map will determine the standards for commercial uses at appropriate 
locations.  

• KCGP Pg. 28 1. Kane County will not become a provider of municipal-scale services, but 
will assist in such development if serviced by a special service district: Kane County’s 
unincorporated areas cannot be expected to provide municipal-scale services. Residential or 
commercial zones which require large investments in infrastructure such as roads, water, waste 
disposal, schools, etc. cannot occur on a land base where such services are not available. Kane 
County recognizes this distinction, and will not allow development that requires county-financed 
or maintained services. Landowners who require such services will be required to finance, install 
and maintain their own services. Kane County will discourage development in unincorporated 
areas unless such development is serviced by a special district established for that purpose.  

 
Conclusion: The Planning Commission should vote based on behalf of Kane County’s best interest, 
including; future planning efforts, private property owner’s rights, protecting existing zones, rights of 
surrounding property owners, and also maintaining the purposes of the Land Use Ordinance and General 
Plan. This zone change request maintains the purpose of the General Plan for commercial land use.  
If the zone change amendment is adopted, the regulations of the new zone of C-2 can be found in the 
Kane County Land Use Ordinance, Chapter 7: Commercial 2 Zone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 

   

 MOTION: I move to recommend denying/approving the zone change for parcel 1-9-15-2D1 from R-
5 to C-2 & Ordinance O-2023-09, to the County Commission, based on the facts and findings as 
documented in the staff report.  



 

KANE COUNTY ORDINANCE NO.  O 2023-07 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9 CHAPTER 4 ZONES SECTION 4 AND 
CHAPTER 7, ARTICLE D, SECTION 3 SITLA LANDS OF THE KANE COUNTY 

LAND USE ORDINANCE  
 

WHEREAS, the Kane County Planning Commission and Kane County Board of Commissioners 
desire to make recommended changes to specific sections of Chapter 4, Section 4 and to Chapter 
7 Article D SITLA Lands of the Kane County Land Use Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of amending Chapter 4, is as follows: 9-4-4D Rules For Locating: D: 
Disapproval of a zoning amendment application shall prohibit the filing of another application to 
rezone the same parcel of property, or any portion thereof to the same zone classification within 
one year of the date of the final disapproval of the application, unless the Planning Commission 
finds that there has been a substantial change in the circumstances or sufficient new evidence since 
the disapproval of the application to merit consideration of a second application within a one-year 
time period; and 

OR, 9-4-4D: If an application for a zone change is denied for failure to meet the requirements of 
this title and the denial is the final decision on the property, an application for all or part of the 
same property shall not be considered for a period of at least one year from the date of denial 
unless the subsequent application is for a development that is materially different from the 
previously denied proposal; and,  

9-4-4E: Each zone change request by an applicant, seeking a change from a less dense zone to a 
denser zone, shall provide proof of all required utilities. No zone change application will be 
processed or granted without meeting said utility requirements. Some areas of the county are not 
suitable for some zones due to scarcity of utilities, or lack of compatibility of the land for the 
requested zone. Required proof of utilities shall be submitted to, and approved by, the county prior 
to zone change approval, with all letters, applications, studies, plans, contract terms and conditions, 
acceptable to the county in its sole discretion; and,  

WHEREAS, the purpose of amending Chapter 7 Article D. State Lands (SITLA); revising 
Section 3, 2b, is to clarify the purposes, reviewing process and procedure for SITLA 
Recommendations as follows: “ For purposes of determining "compliance with applicable land 
use ordinances," the Land Use Administrator may review any of the requirements of Title 9 in 
developing the report. For land owned by SITLA, the Land Use Administrator shall specifically 
review the requirements of land as if it is zoned Commercial 2 (C-2) that is zoned Agricultural 
(AG). For land owned by other agencies of the State, the Land Use Administrator shall review 
the requirements of the zone or zones of similarly situated land near the proposed development. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed as an attempt to impose a zone on any state owned land 
as prohibited by Utah Code 63A-5-206(6). State land that is transferred to private ownership 
shall automatically be zoned Agricultural (AG) as set forth in Section 9-7D-4(A).”                               



 

 

WHEREAS, the Kane County Planning Commission, after a duly noticed public hearing, 
recommended for approval amendments to Chapter 4, Section 4 and Chapter 7 Article D of the 
Kane County Land Use Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Kane County Board of Commissioners desires to implement the recommended 
amendments; and  

WHEREAS, the authority for this ordinance is found in Utah Code §17-27a-102, 501, and §17-
53-201; 

NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY OF KANE COUNTY, 
STATE OF UTAH, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:  

Chapter 4 and Chapter 7 of the Kane County Land Use Ordinance are amended as set forth below.  
Additions to the Ordinance are indicated with an underline, and deletions from the ordinance are 
indicated with a strike-through. Instructions to the codifiers are italicized and inside parenthesis.   

// 
 
(9-4-4D) RULES FOR LOCATING: D: Disapproval of a zoning amendment application shall 
prohibit the filing of another application to rezone the same parcel of property, or any portion 
thereof to the same zone classification within one year of the date of the final disapproval of the 
application, unless the Planning Commission finds that there has been a substantial change in the 
circumstances or sufficient new evidence since the disapproval of the application to merit 
consideration of a second application within a one-year time period. 
 
OR, 9-4-4D: If an application for a zone change is denied for failure to meet the requirements of 
this title or the land management code and the denial is the final decision on the property, an 
application for all or part of the same property shall not be considered for a period of at least one 
year from the date of denial unless the subsequent application is for a development that is 
materially different from the previously denied proposal.  

9-4-4E: Each zone change request by an applicant, seeking a change from a less dense zone to a 
denser zone, shall provide proof of all required utilities. No zone change application will be 
processed or granted without meeting said utility requirements. Some areas of the county are not 
suitable for some zones due to scarcity of utilities, or lack of compatibility of the land for the 
requested zone. Required proof of utilities shall be submitted to, and approved by, the county 
prior to zone change approval, with all letters, applications, studies, plans, contract terms and 
conditions, acceptable to the county in its sole discretion 
 
// 
 
// 



 

9-7-D-3-2b 
 
For purposes of determining "compliance with applicable land use ordinances," the Land Use 
Administrator may review any of the requirements of Title 9 in developing the report. For land 
owned by SITLA, the Land Use Administrator shall specifically review the requirements of land 
as if it is zoned Commercial 2 (C-2) that is zoned Agricultural (AG). For land owned by other 
agencies of the State, the Land Use Administrator shall review the requirements of the zone or 
zones of similarly situated land near the proposed development. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed as an attempt to impose a zone on any state owned land as prohibited by Utah Code 
63A-5-206(6). State land that is transferred to private ownership shall automatically be zoned 
Agricultural (AG) as set forth in Section 9-7D-4(A).”     
 
//                           
 

End of Ordinance 

This Ordinance shall be deposited in the Office of the County Clerk, and shall take effect fifteen 
(15) days after the date signed below. 

The County Clerk is directed to publish a short summary of this Ordinance with the name of the 
members voting for and against, together with a statement that a complete copy of the ordinance  
is available at the Office of the County Clerk, for at least one publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the county, or as otherwise permitted and required by Utah State Law. 
 
ADOPTED this 14th day of March, 2023.  
 
 
 
             
 Wade Heaton, Chair 
ATTEST: Board of Commissioners 

Kane County 
 
_________________________ Commissioner Heaton voted  ____ 
Chameill Lamb Commissioner Kubeja voted    ____ 
Kane County Clerk     Commissioner Meyeres voted ____ 
 



 

 

 
 

KANE COUNTY, UTAH  
GENERAL PLAN  

 
For the Physical Development of the Unincorporated Area  

Pursuant to Section 17-27a-403 of Utah State Code 
 

Amended August 2018March 2023 
 
 
Should any part of the Kane County General Plan be determined invalid, no longer applicable or 
need modification, those changes shall affect only those parts of the Plan that are deleted, 
invalidated or modified and shall have no effect on the remainder of the General Plan. 
 
This document was prepared under the guidance and direction of the Kane County Resource 
Development Committee, Kane County Land Use Authority, Planning & Zoning Commission and 
the Board of County Commissioners.   
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Preamble 
 

In order to provide for the health, safety and general welfare of both residents and visitors of Kane 
County, the Kane County Board of Commissioners hereby adopts the following General Plan 
which outlines goals and policies for unincorporated land use, transportation and access 
management, conservation of natural resources, protection against natural and human-caused 
hazards, provision of public services, preservation of historic resources, development of the 
economic base, accommodation of affordable housing, and partnering with federal and state land 
management agencies. 
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Preamble 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
In order to provide for the health, safety and general welfare of both residents and visitors of Kane 
County, the Kane County Board of Commissioners hereby adopts the following General Plan 
which outlines goals and policies for unincorporated land use, transportation and access 
management, conservation of natural resources, protection against natural and human-caused 
hazards, provision of public services, preservation of historic resources, development of the 
economic base, accommodation of affordable housing, and partnering with federal and state land 
management agencies. 

 
Vision Statement 
 
Kane County, Utah is a land of contrasts. It has 3,992 square miles of land and 138 sq. miles of 
water1 extending from the sandstone deserts of Glen Canyon and Lake Powell to the 10,000 foot 
high alpine meadows of the Paunsaugunt Plateau. Lack of precipitation and difficulty of access 
has resulted in a land use pattern which is dominated by public lands surrounding a small base of 
private lands located primarily along perennial water courses. Original villages were established 
to take advantage of arable lands along streams. Many homesteads were established in the late 
19th century, and have become the basis of extensive ranching operations using both private and 
public lands. The construction of Glen Canyon Dam created settlements originally designed to 
house construction workers but have evolved into permanent communities. A substantial amount 
of higher elevation forest lands have been developed for recreation homes and cabins, some of 
which are now being used year-round. Extensive deposits of coal and other natural resources have 
been the subject of numerous explorations, with coal deposits near Alton now being actively 
mined. Each of these land uses presents different challenges and opportunities to county officials.  
 
It is the desire of the Kane County Commission to keep the scope of county government in 
harmony with our nation's founding principles by providing adequate protection without unduly 
restricting the liberties of residents and visitors. It is the responsibility of the Kane County 
Commission to facilitate a land use pattern which honors the rights of private unincorporated land 
owners to make reasonable use of their lands within the constraints presented by the land itself, as 
well as traditional uses, customs, culture and available public services.  Responsibility for private 
land use decisions properly rests with those land owners who make them. Kane County will not 
unduly regulate private land use nor will public funds be used to bail out those who make unwise 
land use decisions. 
 

                                                           
1 Total 4,110 sq. mi. Utah Geological and Mineral Survey, “The Geology of Kane County”, H. Doelling, F. Davis, C. Brandt, 1989, 

Division of Utah Dept. of Natural Resources, Bulletin 124, pgs. 1,7. And, Bureau of Economic and Business Research, “An Analysis 
of Long-Term Economic Growth in Southwestern Utah: Past and Future Conditions” University of Utah.   
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Kane County’s private land base is approximately 10 percent2 of the 4,100 combined square miles 
found inside its boundaries.  Owners of this limited private land base will be provided with a wide 
array of opportunities to use their property without undue constraints employing the guise of 
concepts such as sustainable development. County land use legislation will protect people from 
each other and refrain from trying to protect people from themselves; and only protect the 
government from private interests where absolutely necessary. Zoning districts have been 
established to provide fundamental fairness in land use regulation and to protect property values, 
not the interests of those who intrude on the zone. Zone changes will be made only after those 
interests for which the zone was created have expired or there is no interest left to protect. 
 
The limited base of private property will not be condemned for public use unless absolutely 
necessary. When it is necessary, the owner will be compensated at or above market value.   
All wealth and resources used by society are generated in the private sector. Private sector solutions 
are consistently more efficient than public sector solutions. Kane County will maintain a land use 
environment that allows individuals and businesses to succeed. Private sector enterprises will not 
be subsidized with county funds. For governments to do so interrupts the delicate balance of supply 
and demand. If the free market system will not support an enterprise, there is either too much of 
that enterprise or it is not a need. Kane County will not compete with private enterprise. Kane 
County will employ private resources rather than compete with them. Over regulation is highly 
discouraging to the private sector. Kane County will regulate only as is necessary to protect the 
general population from real hazards. 
  
A basic premise of this General Plan (hereinafter, “Plan”) is that land uses in unincorporated areas 
cannot be supported by county operated and financed municipal-scale services. Landowners who 
require such services will be expected to finance, install and maintain such services. Tax impacts 
will be kept low by resisting the temptation to solve private problems with public funds. County 
funds will be expended to maintain a limited base of county approved and accepted infrastructure 
(primarily roads), and will not be used to improve infrastructure. 
 
Federal land managers have recognized that to be most effective, they must coordinate with state 
and local governments as equal partners in the public lands planning process. Congressional policy 
requires that federal planners coordinate with state and local governments,3 and that federal plans 
be consistent with adjacent jurisdictions within the constraints of federal law. The Kane County 
Commission is a proactive equal partner in all public lands planning processes, which impact the 
county land base. Kane County requires coordination in all efforts pertaining to federal and state 
lands. Kane County will resist by all legal means the encroachment of federal planning and 
implementation which interrupts our citizen’s access to state and federally managed lands. Federal 
lands will be managed for multiple-use access. Placing public lands into a vacuum where they 
cannot be utilized and enjoyed is contrary to wise management practices which should employ 
natural resources for the public social and economic benefit. 
 

                                                           
2 Utah Association of Counties, “2015 Utah Counties Fact Book”, <uacnet.org/members/uac research>, (Their data from SITLA 

statewide GIS mapping). 
3 Federal Land Policy & Management Act (FLPMA), See 43 U.S.C. §1711. 
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Given these basic premises, the Kane County Commission will use this Plan to guide land use 
decisions for the county. Where decisions regarding property rights versus property values are 
being made, deference shall be given to property rights. This Plan will assure that present and 
future residents and visitors to Kane County will be housed under safe, sanitary, and attractive 
conditions. Land uses in the unincorporated county will reflect the intent of the Commission to 
expect intensive, urban-scale uses and to provide self-supported basic services without county 
financial support. The Commission will be an active partner with other governments to foster a 
sustainable, broad-based economy which allows traditional economic uses to remain vibrant, while 
fostering new economic activities that expand economic opportunity and protect important scenic 
and social qualities. Federal land managers will coordinate with Kane County as an active, equal, 
on-going partner to be consistent with county goals and policies when not constrained by federal 
law.   
 
Plan Update 
Kane County, in order to be consistent with its goals to update the General Plan every five years, is 
implementing a plan revision as of March 8th, 2023. County staff and legislators realize this process will 
take several workshops, community surveys and public hearings to gather information and obtain public 
input. Each section will be revised as time allows the planning staff.  
 
Due to another surge in growth in the unincorporated areas of the County during the years of 2020, 2021, 
and 2022 the need to update the General Plan, herein known as the “Plan” is much needed. Several new, 
large subdivisions and Planned Unit Developments, along with an increase in zone changes, and building 
permits throughout the County has changed the dynamics of Kane County land use.  
 
The public survey results will be implemented and added as an Appendix at a later date in the revision 
process.  
 
The Plan will serve as a blueprint for both short and long-range goals for growth and development in the 
County.  
 
Utah State Code 17-27a-401 requires each county: 
(1) To accomplish the purposes of this chapter, a county shall prepare and adopt a 

comprehensive, long-range general plan: 
(a) for present and future needs of the county; 
(b) (i) for growth and development of all or any part of the land within the unincorporated 

portions of the county;  
  

 

(c) as a basis for communicating and coordinating with the federal government on land and 
resource management issues. 

 

(2) To promote health, safety, and welfare, the general plan may provide for: 
(a) health, general welfare, safety, energy conservation, transportation, prosperity, civic 

activities, aesthetics, and recreational, educational, and cultural opportunities; 
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(b) the reduction of the waste of physical, financial, or human resources that result from 
either excessive congestion or excessive scattering of population; 

(c) the efficient and economical use, conservation, and production of the supply of: 
(i) food and water; and 
(ii) drainage, sanitary, and other facilities and resources; 

 

(d) the use of energy conservation and solar and renewable energy resources; 
(e) the protection of urban development; 
(f) the protection and promotion of air quality; 
(g) historic preservation; 
(h) identifying future uses of land that are likely to require an expansion or significant 

modification of services or facilities provided by an affected entity; and 
(i) an official map. 

 

  
 
Kane County Motto: “Kane County Magically Unspoiled” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


